
 

Book Review Mini-Critique

Below you will find ratings (scale of 1-5) with
general descriptions for the major parts of your
book followed by your Readers' Favorite review.
Although this is just a Mini-Critique, we hope it
will give you an insight into how readers may
view the different components of your book.

These are the opinions of your reviewer, and
although they are not a literary professional,
they are an avid reader of books just like yours.

   
Title:  The Witchfinder's Serpent

Subtitle:  The Witches of Windsor, Book 1

Author:  Rande Goodwin

Genre:  Young Adult - Fantasy - General

  
Appearance: The appearance of a book can make a significant impact on the

experience of a reader, whose enjoyment is often enhanced by an
enticing cover, an intriguing table of contents, interesting chapter
headings, and when possible, eye-catching illustrations.5

  
Plot: The characters of a book should be well defined with strengths and

flaws, and while they do not have to be likable, the reader does
have to be able to form a connection with them. The tone should be
consistent, the theme should be clear, and the plot should be
original or told from a unique perspective. For informative books --
those without plot and characters--this rating refers primarily to
your concept and how well you presented it.

5

  



Development: Development refers to how effectively you told your story or
discussed your topic. The dialogue should be realistic, the
descriptions should be vivid, and the material should be concise
and coherent. Organization is also a key factor, especially for
informative books -- those without plot and characters. The order in
which you tell your story or explain your topic and how smoothly it
flows can have a huge impact on the reader's understanding and
enjoyment of the material.

5

  
Formatting: Formatting is the single most overlooked area by authors. The way

in which you describe scenes, display dialogue, and shift point of
view can make or break your story. In addition, excessive
grammatical errors and typos can give your book an amateurish
feel and even put off readers completely.

5
  
Marketability: Marketability refers to how effectively you wrote your book for your

target audience. Authors may include content that is above or
below the understanding of their target reader, or include concepts,
opinions or language that can accidentally confuse or alienate some
readers. Although by its nature this rating is very subjective, a very
low rating here and poor reviews may indicate an issue with your
book in this area.

5

  
Overall Opinion: The overall starred rating takes into account all these elements and

describes the overall reading experience of your reviewer. This is
the official Readers' Favorite review rating for your book.5

  



Review: Reviewed by Rosie Malezer for Readers' Favorite

The Witchfinder's Serpent is the first installment in The Witches of
Windsor series by Rande Goodwin. In the mid-seventeenth century,
Malleus Hodge, Witchfinder General, is thrilled to finally execute an
honest-to-goodness witch. His only regret is missing out on catching
the witch's daughter, who would have been a mighty grand find for
his collection. Almost 400 years later, Nate and Marc Watson bury
their father, who'd just died of cancer. Shortly after, Nate and Marc
move in with their Aunt Celia and are given just one rule of the
house to obey: the locked room on the second floor is strictly out of
bounds. After hearing voices from the forbidden room, the boys
give in to their curiosity and steal their aunt's key, unleashing a
world they never thought possible. Everything beyond the door
looks magical and mysteriously innocent, with trinkets and tools
possibly relating to witchcraft. But after a snake buries its fangs in
Nate's arm, and a bottle falls from its shelf, cracking and unleashing
the deadly prisoner from within, the boys learn the hard way what
true evil looks like.

The Witchfinder's Serpent, Rande Goodwin's first installment of the
series, was captivating, mysterious, sad, and shocking, and it was
not long before my loathing of the evil Witchfinder hit its peak. I
enjoyed how the book's chapters jumped between the hysteria of
the witch trials to the present day, as it helped me become
immersed in the story quite nicely. The bullying aspect of the book
was very well written and detailed what had caused the school
bullies to become so vicious and spiteful at such a young age. Life
is difficult for young teens at the best of times after the death of a
parent, but putting bullying into the mix certainly added to the
strain of trying to fit into a scary new world. I could easily relate to
the two boys in the storyline, and my heart went out to them as
they grieved. The fact that the boys could accept the new
circumstances that life was now throwing at them made for a
wonderful read, and I very much look forward to the second
installment in The Witches of Windsor series—a tale that I truly
believe fans of magic and witchcraft stories will most definitely
enjoy.


